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I believe we can reduce the deficit without com-
promising our commitment to education and to
our children and without undermining our com-
mitment to our seniors in Social Security and
basic Medicare needs. I believe we can do that.
I believe we can do it while continuing our
commitment to provide 100,000 police officers
for this country, a program that is already fully
paid for by spending cuts. We do not need
to allow any of those things to be used as a
bank to cut taxes for upper income Americans.

There are other things we can do right now,
things that I agree with the Republican leader-
ship on, and let me just close with this one.

Let us now immediately take up in the Senate
the line-item veto, and let’s pass it. We can
cut millions, tens of millions, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in spending with the line-item
veto. So I urge the Senate to proceed imme-
diately to take that up. And I will work as hard
as I can to persuade members of both parties
to support it and to continue the important work
of reducing the deficit.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Child Support Enforcement
March 2, 1995

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am writing to reiterate my firm belief that

Congress must pass tough child support enforce-
ment measures as part of welfare reform. When
absent parents don’t provide support, the inevi-
table result is more welfare, more poverty, and
more difficult times for our children. It is essen-
tial that all Americans understand that if they
parent a child, they will be held responsible
for nurturing and providing for that child.

I am doing everything in my power to crack
down on child support enforcement. In 1993,
we collected a record $9 billion in child sup-
port—a 12 percent increase over the previous
year. Last week, I signed an Executive Order
to ensure that federal employees who owe child
support live up to their responsibilities as par-
ents, and that the federal government will do
its utmost to help find parents with delinquent
child support claims. Our welfare reform plan
included the toughest child support measures
ever proposed. If absent parents aren’t paying
child support, we will garnish their wages, sus-
pend their licenses, track them across state lines,
and if necessary, make them work off what they
owe.

Parental responsibility should not become a
partisan issue. At the bipartisan national Work-
ing Session on Welfare Reform that I hosted
at Blair House, Republican and Democratic
leaders from around the country and every level
of government agreed that we should enact the

toughest child support enforcement measures
possible.

I hope the committee will not shy away from
its responsibilities on this issue. A number of
bills similar to our plan could serve as the foun-
dation for any effort to reform child support—
including the one offered by Representatives
Barbara Kennelly, Nancy Johnson, and others.
Critical elements include denying welfare bene-
fits to any unwed mother who does not cooper-
ate fully in identifying the father, powerful
measures for tracking interstate cases, and seri-
ous penalties—including license suspension, and
if necessary, requiring work—for parents who
refuse to pay what they owe. We must also
include both the performance incentives and re-
sources states need to do the job right.

It is time to get serious about child support
in this country. I look forward to working with
Congress to get it done.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Bill Archer,
chairman, and Sam Gibbons, ranking member,
House Committee on Ways and Means. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this letter. The Executive order of February
27 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.
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The President’s News Conference
March 3, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. Ladies and
gentlemen, now that the vote on the balanced
budget amendment has passed, it is time for
Congress to go forward to write a disciplined
budget that brings the deficit down, cuts unnec-
essary Government spending, and continues to
invest in our future.

Two years ago, 27 days after I became Presi-
dent, I presented such a budget to the Con-
gress. It has succeeded in reducing our deficit
by over $600 billion, while still increasing our
investment in our children, in education, and
in our economic growth.

As of today it has been 58 days since the
new Republican majority took office. Congress
has a deadline for passing a budget resolution
of April the 15th. The American people now
are entitled to see this work go forward. When
the Congress proposes their budget and passes
their resolution, of course, I will work with
them. As I have said repeatedly, we can get
more deficit reduction in responsible health care
reform, but I learned last year that that is clearly
something we must do working together with
both parties.

The debate that is going on in Washington
today is about more, obviously, than simply the
deficit and the budget. It is also about the role
of Government. And you can see it running
through every issue, from the laws being de-
bated now in the Congress to the question of
the rescission legislation before the Congress.
The old Washington view, I think it’s fair to
say, is that the Federal Government could pro-
vide solutions to America’s problems. The Re-
publican contract view reflects in many cases
an outright hostility to governmental action, al-
though in some cases a curious willingness to
increase the Federal Government’s control over
our daily lives.

My view, what has loosely been called the
new Democratic view or the New Covenant
view, is to be skeptical of Government but to
recognize that it has a role in our lives and
a partnership role to play.

We have made the Government smaller. We
have given more power to States and localities
and to private citizens. Our proposals would fur-
ther accelerate those trends. We have, as you

learned here in this room just a few days ago,
been working for months on a serious effort
to reduce the burden of unnecessary regulation.

But we believe Government has important
work to do, to expand opportunity, to give peo-
ple the tools they need to make the most of
their own lives, to enhance our security. That’s
why we support adding 100,000 police. That’s
why we support more affordable college loans.
That’s why we supported the family leave bill.
That’s why I support the minimum wage legisla-
tion now before Congress and why I do not
want to reduce our investment in education in
our future.

The Republicans now have proposed to cut
education, nutritional help for mothers and
schoolchildren, antidrug efforts in our schools,
and other things which to me appear to target
children in order to pay for tax cuts for upper
income Americans. I do not believe that that
is consistent with our interests as we build
America into the 21st century and we move
into this new global economy.

So my job, it seems to me, is to continue
to push my view, what I believe is the essence
of the New Covenant: more opportunity, more
responsibility; reform welfare but don’t punish
people, require work. This is the sort of thing
we need more of. And I look forward to this
debate. I think it’s healthy. I think it’s good
for the American people.

And I would like to begin now by answering
your questions. Helen [Helen Thomas, United
Press International].

Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell
Q. Mr. President, did you try to talk Senator

Campbell out of jumping ship? What does it
portend for the Democratic Party, and what
does it mean in terms of your leadership?

The President. Well, I talked to him this
morning because he called the White House
and said he wanted to talk to me. And so I
called him. And we had a good conversation,
and he pointed out that he had voted with me
over 80 percent of the time in the last 2 years,
that he essentially supported our economic poli-
cies, our education policies, and our social poli-
cies, and that he would not change that. It was
obvious to me that there were some Colorado-
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